
YOU LIKEwww.thenews.co.in

VO
L.
1|

ISS
UE

: 3
| A

PR
IL
 2

01
3|
`
20

Virgin
girls for 





After 20 years of trial, the 1993
Mumbai serial blasts case reached
its logical conclusion in the last

week of March 2013 with India’s highest
court of justice upholding death sentences of Yakub Abdul Razak
Memon and commuting death penalty to 10 others.

Well, not just Mumbaikars, the entire country felt relieved. But
then, the apex court also upheld the conviction of Bollywood actor
Sanjay Dutt under the Arms Act and sent him to five years in prison,
raising a huge debate in the social circles.

One can understand Bollywood fraternity rushing to support
Dutt and seeking pardon as projects worth hundreds of crores are
riding on the actor. But what is confounding the common man is an
eminent personality like Press Council of India’s (PCI) chairperson
Justice Markandey Katju and others pleading the President that
Sanjay Dutt and another accused Zaibunissa are not sent to jail.

Yes, as per Article 72 of the Indian Constitution, the President
can grant pardon, reprieve, respite or remission of punishment or
to suspend, remit or commute the sentence of any person convicted
of any offence.

But, in what way two convicts punished by the Supreme Court
for their offences proved beyond any doubt, deserve any mercy? Or
is it that the apex court’s decision is something that people can
challenge?  

Before law, everyone is equal. And that was proved by the
Supreme Court in its verdict against Dutt. So anyone who is rallying
to support a man who was involved in anti-national, anti-social
activities is mocking Indian law and the highest court of justice in
the country.
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SRINIVAS GUDIGUNTA

It was a Wakf property according
to the Andhra Pradesh Gazette

dated March 16, 1989, meant for
providing aid for the needy persons
belonging to Jama-at Suleimani. But
the Mutawallis (Trustees) in
collusion with some greedy officials
of the Wakf Board grabbed the
prime property worth several crores
of rupees, built luxurious apartments
and sold flats to individuals.
Documents available with The News
show that the property measuring
5833.33 square yards located at
Shantinagar bearing municipal
number 10-2-9 was actually meant
for the purpose of providing aid to
the members of Jama-at Suleimani.
The property was named Kunj-e-
Afiath.

However, the Wakf property
was grabbed and an apartment
named NASR Apartments was
constructed. Several illegal
transactions were carried out before
and after the construction of the
apartments. The construction of
apartments and sale of residential
flats came to light after RTI activist
Mohsin Bin Hussain Al Kasary
lodged a complaint with the Wakf
Board seeking criminal proceedings
against all those involved in the
illegal transactions.

Mohsin alleged in his
representation given to the Wakf

Board chairman that the property
worth more than Rs 100 crore was
sold away by the mutawallis in
collusion with some Wakf Board
officials and sought action against
them. The Wakf Board chairman
ordered a joint enquiry by the task
force officer and the surveyor of the
Board. During enquiry it was found
by the officials that the Wakf
property was indeed encroached. As
many as 84 residential flats were
constructed and the complex has
been named NASR Apartments.

The enquiry also revealed that
several illegal transactions were
carried out and the flats were sold
and registered to various people at
Golconda Sub-Registrar office since
2006 by misrepresenting the facts.

It was also found in the enquiry
that the Inspector Auditor concerned
did not collect Wakf fund from the
mutawallis of Kunj-e-Afiath.
Instead, Inspector Auditor of another
circle had collected a paltry amount

of Rs 9,080 from the mutawallis.
Ironically, the enquiry report

did not recommend any criminal
action against those responsible for
carrying out the illegal transactions
and sold out the Wakf property. It
just said necessary action would be
taken to prevent further illegal
transactions and registrations.

RTI activist Mohsin alleged
that there was larger conspiracy
behind the alienation of Wakf
property. Neither the MIM MLAs
and MP, nor the officials who are
members of Wakf Board objected
while the property was being sold.
The MLAs could have raised the
issue in the Assembly, but they did
not do so. This indicates larger
collusion and conspiracy, he alleged.

“As a responsible citizen and
ardent follower of Islam, I will
approach the court if the Wakf Board
fails to take action against the
culprits and reclaim the property,”
Mohsin said. 

Wakf property turnsland grabbers’ delightGreedy trustees in collusion with officials grab Wakf Board property
worth Rs 100 crore meant for the welfare of the needy. Ironically, Wakf

Board members keep mum on the illegal transactions
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Finally, the judgment in the
1993 Mumbai serial blasts

case has been out. The culprits
will now get the maximum
punishments for the heinous
crime they committed.

The painstaking
examination of 684 prosecution
witnesses was completed by
October 2000, and the
statements of the accused were
recorded from March to July
2001. For three more months,
the next stage, the prosecution
arguments, was taken up and
completed in October 2001.

Another 10 months later,
the defence closed its arguments
and in September 2003, the trial
in the 10-year-old case finally
ended. The Special Court began
handing out its judgments from
September 2006 onwards.

Other than the major
conspirators, the long list of the
accused included Bollywood
actor Sanjay Dutt and central
and state governments'
uniformed and civil officials
who had conspired with the
mafia to achieve its diabolical
strategy.

During the course of the
trial, several accused died, some
turned approvers and others
were killed in police shootout
though the main bunch continue
to be elusive and on the run for
the past two decades, thumbing
the nose at the Indian and
international law enforcers.

Exactly 20 years after the
March 12, 1993, serial blasts,
the Supreme Court last week
gave its final verdict which will
hopefully put a lid on a bloody
chapter in the modern Indian
history. 

The historic verdictBollywood actor Sanjay Dutt breaking down during a press meet. His sister and Cong MP Priya Dutt looks on



6

Mumbai Diary

The NEWS You Like | April, 2013

It took only two days for the
diligent Mumbai cops to crack

the case of India's first major,
precisely co-ordinated serial
explosions in Mumbai that
rocked the nation in 1993

On the ill fated day of March
12, 1993, Mumbai was

rocked by 12 powerful bomb
blasts that claimed more than
260 lives and left some 700
injured.

The Supreme Court in its
verdict delivered last week

confirmed the death sentence of
Yakub Abdul Razak Memon in
the case and commuted the death
sentence of 10 others, 20 years
after Mumbai was rocked by
India's first major, precisely co-
ordinated serial explosions.

The Mumbai police cracked
the case within two days and

established the involvement of
the Memon family and mafia
don Dawood Ibrahim in
perpetrating the serial blasts as a
"revenge" for the atrocities
committed on the Muslims
between December 1992 to
January 1993 riots in the city,
after the demolition of Babri
mosque in Ayodhya by frenzied
Hindu mobs.

The blasts took place at quick
intervals spanning two hours

at the Bombay Stock Exchange,
Kalbadevi, Shiv Sena Bhavan,
Air India building at Nariman
Point, Fishermen's Colony in
Mahim, Worli Century Bazar,

Zaveri Bazar, Hotel SeaRock in
Bandra, among other places.

Almost a month after the
attacks, the Mumbai police

made their most sensational
arrest when they nabbed Sanjay
Dutt.  Within eight months, on
Nov 4, 1993, the police had
completed the probe and filed a
massive 10,000-plus page charge
sheet with the court against 189
accused in the serial blasts case.

By that time, many of the
accused had run away to

Pakistan, Gulf nations and the
Europe. A special court under the
dreaded Terrorist and Disruptive
Activities (Prevention) Act was
set up to conduct the trial into the
case.

However, given its sensitivity
and security risks, the

government shifted it inside the
high-security Arthur Road
Central Jail in April 1994.

Around that time, a little
known lawyer, 40-year-old

Ujjwal Nikam was named the
special public prosecutor who
would direct the trial into the
case which had captured
international headlines.

In April 1995, the trial in the
case started with Nikam

leading the government charge
against the accused, some of
whom were represented by
Majeed Memon, now a top
criminal lawyer and also a
Nationalist Congress Party
leader.

The thorough probe
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The Supreme Court drew the
final curtain on the March 12,

1993, Mumbai serial blasts case by
the end of March, upholding the
death sentence of Yakub Abdul
Razak Memon, currently lodged in

Nagpur Jail, and commuting death
sentences of 10 accused to life
terms.

A bench consisted of Justice P
Sathasivam and Justice BS
Chauhan also upheld the
conviction of Bollywood actor
Sanjay Dutt under the Arms Act

Twenty years of trial
Mumbaikars are a

relieved lot as the 20-
year-old serial blasts
case has finally come
to a logical conclusion
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and sentenced him to five years'
jail.

The serial blasts, a revenge
for the December 1992-January
1993 communal carnage in
Mumbai which followed the
demolition of the Babri Mosque
in Ayodhya Dec 6, 1992, were
carried out in a precise, cold-
blooded manner at 12 prime
locations, leaving around 257
dead and stunning the nation.

Though the Mumbai Police

managed to crack the case within
48 hours, Yakub Memon, his
elder brother, the dreaded
Mushtaque Abdul Razzak
Memon alias 'Tiger', Ayub
Memon and their families quietly
slipped out of the country a few
hours after the blasts. Except
Yakub, the others have remained
beyond the reach of Indian and
international law enforcing
agencies.

Yakub - now aged around 50
- one of his brothers and their
families, however, later returned
to India and surrendered to the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) in New Delhi.

In its verdict dealing with the
appeals of the convicts as well
from the Maharashtra government
for enhancement of sentences, the
apex court also slammed Pakistan
for aiding and abetting the acts of
terrorism in infringement of
international obligation as a
member of the UN.

The legal battle began when
in September 2006, the trial court
in Mumbai handed out its first
judgment after nearly 13 years
into the case, awarding death
penalties to several of the 189
accused, lifers for many, and
other punishments to the rest of
the accused, including Dutt. 

Tiger Memon, his brother

Ayub Memon, their families and
India's most wanted don, Dawood
Ibrahim Kaskar - considered the
co-architect of the serial blasts -
are reportedly still hiding in
Pakistan.

Described as "foolish" by his
counsel, leading criminal lawyer
Majeed Memon, Sanjay Dutt,
given his passion for weapons,
paid for being involved with
shady characters during his
younger days and having a 9-mm
pistol and an AK-56 assault rifle
with him.

Over the years, during the
investigations and the trial in
various courts, the role and extent
of involvement of various
government officials, customs
officers, police personnel, petty
criminals and others also came to
fore, astounding investigators and
the people.

Meanwhile, Mumbaikars in
general and survivors of the serial
blasts expressed relief as one of
the most high-profile cases in
recent Indian history reached its
logical conclusion after 20 long
years.

Many have still not forgotten
how Mumbai had suddenly
changed - only to emerge
stronger, despite many other
subsequent terror attacks,
including 26/11. 
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While delivering verdict in the
1993 Mumbai serial blasts

case, the Supreme Court, in a
scathing indictment of custom
officials of all levels, said that but
for their complicity, the
perpetrators of 1993 Mumbai bomb
blasts would not have been able to
smuggle the weapons under their
conspiracy to bomb the city.

The apex court bench
recounted the series of incidents
pointing to the involvement of
custom officers at all level in shady
deals. The bench consisted of
Justice P Sathasivam and Justice B
S Chauhan said, “It will not be an
overstatement to state that if not for
the help of the customs officials,
they (the conspirators) would not
be in a position to smuggle the
weapons required for the said
blasts.”

“It is shattering to notice that
all grades of customs officers,
including the commissioners of
customs, played an active role as
members of conspiracy and
implemented the plan,” the court
said.

“Every kind of smuggling
activity is devastating to the
economy, but the smuggling of
dangerous arms and ammunitions
causes wreckage not only to the
economy but also to people's
lives,” the court said pronouncing

its verdict on cross appeals by the
convicted and the Maharashtra
government in the blasts case.

The occurrence of Mumbai
blasts, the court said, “brings us to
the reality that such incidents take
place along the Indian coastline
irrespective of the numerous laws
and safeguards provided due to the
lack of moral ethics and
misconduct on the part of the
officials.”

Customs being a significant
source of government revenue, the
court said. “The officers of customs
department must perform their
respective duties honestly and
diligently. Any act or omission on
their part can have devastating
consequences.”

The Supreme Court also said
the Mumbai blasts could have been
averted if Mumbai police had
prevented its personnel from
conniving in the smuggling of
arms, explosives, contraband and
bribery in 1993.

“If Bombay police officials
had been able to curtail the
conveyance of the contraband in

January and February 1993, the
occurrence of the March 12, 1993,
could have been avoided," the
court said.

Reminding Mumbai police of
its duties and obligations, the court
said: “Police officials are the
foundation for the existence of the
rule of law. If they collapse, the
whole system breaks down. Hence,
they have sensitive responsibility
to defend the safety and security of
the people at all times.”

“Unfortunately, in the present
case, police officers themselves
had taken active part in smuggling
and transportation of arms and
explosives in Bombay,” the court
said.

Pointing out that the explosive
devices could be ‘manufactured,
transported, handled and fitted with
a variety of unsuspecting objects
multiplying their potential
manifold’, the court said that
‘police have a specific and special
role, a duty and a responsibility, to
curb the conveyance of explosives
by vigilant patrolling and search
and seizure, if required’. 

City bombed with
customs’ complicity

The apex court, during its verdict in the
1993 Mumbai serial blasts case, came
down heavily on the customs’ department
officials and the police for their
involvement in the dastardly act
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In an apparent attempt to get their own 
man as the head of both the commissionerates
a powerful group of former and present IPS
officers are advocating for metropolitan 
police unit despite criticism that the new unit
will be of no use. 88
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The Dilsukhnagar twin
blasts came as a blessing
in disguise for some
people who have been

advocating for metropolitan police
unit for the state capital.

The idea is to amalgamate
Hyderabad and Cyberabad police
commissionerates and then divide
them into four independent units
which will function under a large
metropolitan police establishment.

Though the Director General
of Police (DGP) V Dinesh Reddy
has been toying with the idea for
long, the group advocating for
metropolitan police unit felt this
was the right time to press for their
demand in view of the twin bomb
blasts on February 21 that killed 17
people and left more than 100
injured.

Though there has been

conflicting opinion among various
sections on the creation of
metropolitan police unit, Chief
Minister N Kiran Kumar Reddy's
relative and retired IPS officer C
Anjaneya Reddy bluntly said
metropolitan policing was the only
solution for problems like
terrorism.

Addressing a seminar on
terrorism organised by the Andhra
Pradesh Union of Working
Journalists (APUWJ) last month,
Anjaneya Reddy said it was
impossible to tackle terrorism with
the present set up of policing.
“Metropolitan police system is the
only solution and it is better to
introduce the system as soon as
possible by dividing the two police
commissionerates into four
independent police units,” he said.

Same has been the view of the
DGP Dinesh Reddy. He went a step
ahead and said a few days after the

bomb blasts that they would take
this opportunity and push their
proposal for greater police
commissionerate.

He went on to say that
confusion prevailed over
jurisdiction soon after the bomb
blasts since two blasts occurred in
two separate police station limits,
one falling under Hyderabad and
another coming under Cyberabad
police commissionerate.

“We will push for the greater
police commissionerate taking
advantage of the situation that
prevailed after the bomb blasts,”
Dinesh Reddy had said.

However, critics say that mere
creation of metropolitan police unit
would be of no help. “What
happened after creating Cyberabad
police commissionerate? There has
been no fall in the crime rate and
there has not been any
improvement in the quality of
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police services,” they said.
According to the critics, the

need of the hour is increasing the
strength of constables and
providing better logistics support
such as good vehicles, latest
weapons, better facilities such as
health care apart from better wages.

Despite the criticisms, a group
of young as well as seniors IPS
officers good at drafting proposals
has been entrusted with the task of
drafting the proposal. Some retired
officers were also helping them in
drafting the proposal as soon as
possible, sources said.

The metropolitan police unit,
ones materialised, would have four
independent police
commissionerates – Hyderabad,
Hyderabad South, Secunderabad
and Cyberabad. Each of the four
units would be headed by an officer
of the rank of Inspector General
(IG), supervised by an officer of
the rank of additional director
general of police for better
coordination between the four
units, Dinesh Reddy had said in the
past.

The units would be compact
and the police commissioner of
each unit would be vested with the

powers of additional district
magistrate and there would not be
any delay in taking and
implementing decisions. Thus,
quick response would be ensured to
any kind of situation that arises
from time to time, sources said.

Sources also said that
intelligence chief M Mahender
Reddy is most likely to become the
Chief Police Commissioner for the
metropolitan police unit since he is
the best among the serving IPS
officers in bringing a new police

unit existence.
His mettle has been proved in

giving a shape to Cyberabad police
commissionerate. He was the
commissioner of Cyberabad for a
three period term and he ensured
that all the police stations in the
jurisdiction secured ISO
certification – a first of its kind. It
is, however, immaterial that the
standards were not maintained after
his transfer and the certification got
lapsed.

Besides, Mahender Reddy,
being the chief of intelligence for
quite some time, has earned
complete knowledge of political,
law and order problems and terror
related threats. The group that has
been advocating metropolitan
police unit and some political
leaders would strongly support
Mahender Reddy for the post,
sources said.

DGP Dinesh Reddy claimed
that he was confidant of
completing the process and make
an official announcement on the
creation of metropolitan police unit
in the next four months.

Dinesh Reddy

Mahender Reddy

Anjaneya Reddy
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Chief Minister N
Kiran Kumar Reddy

attracted public ire by
making light of
Comptroller & Auditor
General (CAG), a
Constitutional body
whose findings are taken
seriously by people and
political parties across
the country.

While addressing
the elected members on
the floor of the House, he
said its reports could not
be considered as
Bhagavadgita, Bible or
Quran.

Reddy was speaking
during a short discussion
on the power supply in
the state. The Chief
Minister said the CAG
findings were being
replied by the Public
Accounts Committee in
its report and whatever
CAG says need not be
true in the end. “I am not
finding fault with CAG
with its reports and
conclusions should be
arrived at after analysis,”
he said.

Responding to the
opposition Telugu Desam
Party’s (TDP) allegation
that the chief minister

was seeking to
undermine a
constitutional body,
Reddy maintained that he
had not tried to
undermine the CAG.

Admitting that the
state was facing acute
power crisis, which was
unprecedented, Reddy
said the state government
was doing its best to
solve the problem. “I
request the members,
particularly those in the
Opposition, to give
constructive suggestions.
If not, the government
will be forced to counter
politically motivated
allegations,” the Chief
Minister added.

Telugu Desam
claimed that the state was
reeling under power
crisis and the situation
had been such that the
doctors were performing
emergency surgeries in
candle lights. All sections
of consumers including
farmers, industrialists and
students were affected by
the problem but the
government was
harassing those taking
part in the agitations
against its failure in
managing the situation, it
alleged.

CAG report is no
scripture: Kiran

Making light of the constitutional
body, Chief Minister N Kiran Kumar
Reddy said CAG reports could not be
considered as Gita, Bible or Quran
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TEJASWINI PAGADALA

You wouldn’t know she’s a
widow until you spend over

an hour talking to her about her
family. In the midst of this, Asma

suddenly begins gasping for breath
as she cries copiously. Her
smudged kajal defines the stream
in which her tears flow down her
rosy cheeks. Her puffed up eyes
reflect the tiredness on her face. As

if she has cried the night before I
met her. Recollecting her husband’s
death, the 40-year-old woman says
bluntly “he died of cardiac arrest.”

Splashing water on her face, in
a morbid tone, she says: “I’m not
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crying because he died. I’m upset
because he hasn’t written the
property on my name.” She
continues, “How should I take care
of all the children? I do not work.
So, where will I get the money

from?” The irksome expression
was an indication of a harrowing
life she underwent after her
wedding.

“Why should I cry for him?”
she asks, adding that she was

robbed of childhood because she
was married off at the age of 13 to
Sajid, a man 23 years older than
her. Gradually unravelling her
wedding diaries, Asma says, “This
man had come to Hyderabad from
Oman. He stayed at a motel which
was a stone’s throw away from my
house in the Old City.”

“Being a “richie rich”, he
managed to win over my parents by
offering monetary help during
difficult times,” she reveals. In
return, he wanted me, she says.
“My marriage was a transaction
and I was the commodity,” Asma
reveals. A victim of domestic
violence, Asma was taken to Oman
after her wedding with Sajid.

“He had three wives and 16
children. The old man wanted me
only for sex,” she laments, adding
that she has three kids with him.

Six months after her wedding,
Asma told her husband that she
wanted to go back to Hyderabad.
“He said yes to that. I was happy I
wouldn’t be in chains anymore.”
He used to visit us once or twice a
year, she reveals.

Taking a deep breath, she says,
“Hum logon mein ye sab chalte
rehta! Bahut shadiyaan hote yahan
tho, (It is a common practice
among us, Muslims. Child
marriages are rampant in Old
City),” in the native Hyderabadi
language.

The PCMA

The Prohibition of Child
Marriage Act (PCMA) of 2006
states that a “child” or minor under
this law is defined as someone
below 18 years of age, in the case
of girls and 21 years, in the case of
boys.

In a shocking
report, it is

found recently
that India,

because of its
large population,
has the most

child marriages
with child brides
in 47 percent of
all marriages,

and Hyderabad’s
old city occupies

the top slot
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Under the Act, a male adult
above 18 years of age, who marries
a child, shall be punishable with
rigorous imprisonment extending
to two years or with a fine of up to
Rs.1 lakh or both. “Whoever
performs, conducts, directs or abets
a child marriage, including parents
or an organisation will also face
similar punishment,” it says.

The Convention on the Rights
of the Child (CRC) defines a child
as a person below 18 years and
identifies the rights of children. A
woman’s right to free and informed
choice in the matter of a marital
relationship is a fundamental
human right which is secured by
the provisions of a number of
international human rights
instruments, says Article 23 of the
International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (ICCPR).

These international
organisations enumerate various
human rights standards for the
protection of children, choice of
relationship and the age at
marriage, and inform the laws on
child marriage in India.

Arab Nationals
But, Asma’s example reflects

the prevalence of child marriages
among Hyderabad’s minority
community. Reasons for this can be

attributed to the heavy influx of
people from Saudi Arabia, Oman
and other Gulf countries into Old
City.

According to activists, the
“fixed-term matrimony” practice
began in the 1970s after the Gulf
countries banned their citizens
from bringing home minor foreign
brides.

Hyderabad has been a hunting
ground for Gulf Arabs seeking
young, virgin brides. This racket
came to light in the early 1990s
when an alert air hostess rescued a
weeping pre-teen, Ameena, from
her 60-year-old Arab husband, on a
flight out of Hyderabad.

M.A. Shakeel of Human
Rights Law Network says the

According to Mamidi S. Chandra, director, Carped and member
of ICPU, there should be a comprehensive, inter-related law

regarding age of consent and marriage across religions.
Expressing discontent over confusing laws for children,

Raghuveer says, “All these laws only add to our woes. They don’t
address the child marriage problem.”

Interestingly, Shakeel says that the PCMA alone is enough to
penalise people involved in marrying off a minor. “It should only be
implemented effectively,” he says.

One should see it as a demand and supply chain, says Reddy,
continuing, “because there is demand for girls (from the boys’ side),
there is supply. So, this should stop.”

While those are some suggestions to stop forced child
marriages, we have another set of astounding advices from
Haryana’s Khap Panchayat to its former chief minister urging to
bring down the age of consent from 18 to 16 for girls. That said, all
marriages below 18 years should be automatically made void.

A recent United Nation’s report on child marriages states that
the number of child marriages has been declining in India.
Unfortunately, the dropping numbers only to point at the
contradicting laws that result in dismal reporting of such cases.

In fact, the riddle of the age of consent and child marriages has
left even the highest institution in our country, the Judiciary,
confused. So, where else do we go?

WHAT CAN BE DONE?
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incidence of child marriages is high
in Old City of Hyderabad in
Andhra Pradesh. “These foreign
nationals come on a conditionality
stating they are distant relatives of
a person living in Old City or that
they are physically disabled,”
Shakeel adds.

Temporary marriage contracts
called Mutah happen in Old city.
Generally, aged and wealthy Arab
nationals visit India, especially
Hyderabad in Andhra Pradesh, to
prey on teenage girls by paying fat
cash as dowry to their parents.
They marry a minor, stay in
Hyderabad for a brief period and
fly back home. “This has been an
age-old practice,” Shakeel
explains.

In a shocking incident in
January 2007, a 60-year old Arab,
who was on a wedding vacation to
Hyderabad, had married three girls,
Sahana, Fatima and Asfiya, at a
single sitting. All, within 10
minutes.

Similarly in May 2004, one
Muhammad Zafer Yaqub Hassan
al-Jorani hailing from Sharjah
came to Hyderabad on the pretext
of a cataract operation. Jorani was
living with his two wives and 11
children in his Sharjah residence.
On May 7, he had married Sabah,
a 19-year-old girl, in Hyderabad.
Two days later, he divorced her. On
May 24, he had married another
16-year-old girl Ruksaar.
Following this, Sabah braved to
approach the police and got Jorani
arrested. Police later learnt that
Jorani was living with his two
wives and 11 kids at his Sharjah
residence.

A person who has been a
witness of several such marriages
and did not want to be named says,
“I have seen such marriages. I even
tried to alert the police. In turn, I

was threatened.”
Reflecting the same opinion,

Shakeel says, “The Human Rights
Law Network had faced several
such threats in their attempts to
thwart child marriages. In one case,
we were informed about a child
marriage. When we were on our
way, we had received threatening
calls from local politicians. It was
difficult to intervene,” he says,
adding that the child marriage was
finally stopped with the help of the
Mandal Revenue Officer and the
RDO.

Contradictory laws
perpetrate child marriages

The Qazi Act of 1880 gives a
free will for Qazis to perform
weddings as the Act doesn’t
specify any age limit for marriage.
According to S. Umapathi,
Inspector General, CID, Urdughar,
there is a need to amend the Qazi
Act. He adds that a clause
specifying the minimum
marriageable age of girls as 18
years also has to be brought into
the Act. Even the Sharia Law
perpetrates child marriages as it
says that a girl after attaining
puberty is ready for marriage,
without specifying the age limit

again.
However, Farida Hussain,

president of All India Women’s
Conference, explains in a report
that the Qazi Act amendment
would not solve the problem. “The
problem is prevalent among minor
girls of other communities too,”
she says.

Irrespective of the
communities in which child
marriages are prevalent, child
rights’ laws in India are very
contradictory. “They somehow
rationalise child marriages.
Different laws like the Prohibition
of Child Marriage Act (PCMA),
2006, the Juvenile Justice Act and
the Protection of Child Against
Sexual Offences Bill contradict and
clash. There is no clarity,” rues
Mamatha Raghuveer of Tharuni.

An example of this can be the
Protection of Children Against
Sexual Offences Bill. How? It has
said that a minor (boy) below 18
may undergo criminal procedures
if anybody complains that he has
had sex with his wife, amounting to
rape. “It is mandatory for everyone
to report any under-18 sex,
including the doctor the wife
consults if she is pregnant,” the Bill
says.
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But, under the Indian Penal
Code, sex with a woman under 16
and under 15 if she’s the man’s
wife, constitutes statutory rape and
can attract a jail term of a few years
or life imprisonment. So, if a girl
named A is 14-years-old at the time
of her marriage, her husband has to
wait for four years to have sex with
her according to the former law
while the IPC says he’ll have to
wait for two years.

The Marriage Registration
Dilemma

The provision included in the
Hindu Marriage Act (includes Jains
and Buddhists), Muslim Marriage
Act, Christian Marriage Act, Parsee
Marriage and the Divorce Act says
that no marriage involving minors
will be null and void unless one of
the spouses seeks annulment.

Raghuveer says many
advocates are misusing the above
clause in Marriage Registration Act
and the PCMA to get divorce faster
for their clients. “In most cases, the
husband coaxes the girl into
seeking a divorce when he actually
wants it,” she opines, adding that a
person can get divorce quickly
under the PCMA Act.

On the other hand, Shakeel
adds a different angle to this.
“Firstly, if the man has married a
minor, he would be questioned. He
can be booked under a criminal
case for it,” he says.

The practice of manipulation
of birth and marriage certificates is
also part of child marriages. “Most
girls don’t have age proof or birth
certificates,” says Venkat Reddy,
National Convener of MVF.

“Even if they show an age
proof, it is likely to be manipulated.
Same goes with a marriage
registration certificate,” reveals
Subhash Chandra, a district official

of child welfare committee.

Low conviction rates
The lack of establishing

evidence also leads to low
conviction rates in child marriage
cases. According to Umapathi,
“People do not report these cases.
Moreover, if a case goes to a court,
the evidence is diluted.”

Because it takes years for a
child marriage case to reach the
courts, most of them (involved) are
acquitted. “Girls do not take a
strong stand. They succumb to
family pressure and withdraw the
case,” Umapathi explains.

Of the total 1,659 child
marriage cases taken up in courts in
2011, only 76 people were
convicted across India under the
PCMA act, with a pendency rate of
trials at over 88 per cent. The
statistics show that every one in
four persons is acquitted. An
amusing trend evident in such cases
is the out-of-court settlement. “This
is convenient as they don’t have to
spend so much time and money,”
says Achyuta Rao, president, AP
Balala Hakkula Sangham, adding
that even at that stage parents want
the couple to re-unite.

Policy intervention in AP
Five years after the

Prohibition of Child Marriage Act
has been passed, the AP
government has taken steps to curb
child marriages. Following the
state’s directions, Sunita Laxma
Reddy, Women and Child Welfare
Development Minister, said:
“Many parents we counselled
feigned ignorance of the law. After
propagation of the rules, we will
act strongly.”

The six-tier system of Child
Marriage Prohibition Officers
(CMPOs) has been set up from the
district down to the village level to
effect implementation of the Act.

However, the dismal numbers
point at the lack of data recording
and vigilance in villages despite
high incidence of child marriages
in certain districts. The CMPOs,
who are vested with powers of a
police officer and can thwart a
wedding and book cases as well as
village child marriage prohibition
and monitoring committees and the
gram panchayats, opine that child
marriages have ended.

(The article is part of
Asmitha Media Fellowship)
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A KULLAYAPPA

Officers who have been
investigating the twin bomb

blasts that rocked Hyderabad city
on February 21 seem to be still
groping in the dark. An unclear
CCTV footage claimed to have
recovered by the probe agencies
did not come as a vital clue, though
the cops claim of a big
breakthrough.

According to experts, had
there been enough number of
CCTV cameras with ample power
backup installed in key points, the
Dilsukhnagar bomb blast case
would have come to a logic end by
this time.   

And, the fact about the
cameras is disturbing. In less than
one year, the number of CCTV
cameras proposed to be installed in
Hyderabad and Cyberabad police
limits has drastically come down.

It may be recalled that
following communal tensions in

April last year, state police
proposed to install as many as
5,000 CCTV cameras – 3,000 in
Hyderabad and 2,000 in Cyberabad
areas.

Both the Director General of
Police (DGP) V Dinesh Reddy and
the then city police commissioner
A K Khan along with other
officials boasted of this many a
time before the media.

Sadly, a year later, and that too

after the February 21 twin blasts
that killed 17 people and left
morethan 100 injured, the number
of cameras proposed to be installed
has come down to 3,500. City
Police Commissioner Anurag
Sharma told reporters that the
number has been readjusted after
thorough study of the actual
requirement. Of the 3,500 cameras,
little over 2,000 cameras would be
exclusively installed in Hydreabad

Cams and
cops’ claims 

Terror blasts kill innocents even as cops make tall claims. Yet,
investigative agencies meet the dead end while probing spiteful
bloodbaths. Bureaucracy and government seem to be lost in the
world of enticements while terror elements thrive on ruthless

killings. CCTV cameras installed in the city tell us a disturbing story 
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police limits, he said.
A project report has been sent

to the government citing an
estimated cost of Rs 400 crore for
the entire process of purchasing
and installing CCTV cameras. “We
are waiting for government’s
approval and allocation of funds to
execute the project,” Sharma said.

Asked whether the new
cameras would be dedicated for
security purpose, Anurag Sharma
said adequate number of cameras
would be dedicated for security
purposes while others would be
used for multiple purposes – to
monitor and regulate traffic and
also for security purpose.

“We are also modifying the
programme in the existing cameras
to use them for both traffic and
security purposes,” he said. Anurag
Sharma admitted that only a few of
the existing CCTV cameras were
provided with power backup while
rest of the cameras does not work
during power cut. He also said
CCTV footage would be monitored
from the main police control room
and zonal control rooms would be
set up if necessary.

Since the installation of

proposed CCTV cameras take
time, managements of malls,
commercial complexes and traders
had been asked to install their own
CCTV cameras. There has been
very good response for the appeal,
the police commissioner said.

As many as 130 CCTV
cameras in west zone, 89 cameras
in central zone and 16 cameras in
north zone had been newly
installed by the traders as a result
of the awareness programmes
taken up by the police, Anurag
Sharma said.

No power, no CCTV cameras
Despite tall claims by the city

police, none of the 355 CCTV
cameras installed works during
power cuts since there is no backup
system for the cameras unlike the
traffic signals being installed
currently.

The cameras cover a distance
of about 3000 yards and roam 180
degrees, but they do not work
during power cuts rendering the
CCTV system useless for security
purposes, an official well
acquainted with the setup told The
News.

In fact, the city police are
lagging behind in use of
technology which is evident from
the fact that power backup has not
been provided for the CCTV
cameras while the new traffic
signals being installed are provided
with four hours backup.

Besides, independent solar
energy systems are being installed
at each signal post to provide
backup of two more hours thereby
taking the total backup of six hours,
the official said.

Further, as many as 225
CCTV cameras were installed
some years ago and many of them
frequently malfunction due to lack
of proper maintenance.

Above all, three different
agencies including the BSNL have
been assigned with annual
maintenance of the cameras while
traffic police have to coordinate
with the APCPDCL for power
supply to the cameras. The BSNL
is also responsible for providing
internet connection for the
cameras.

Since the city police are
completely dependent on these
departments to ensure functioning
of the cameras, it has become
almost impossible to keep the
cameras functioning. Added to this,
the state government does not
release funds to pay the bills
towards annual maintenance and
power charges due to which the
cameras stop functioning, the
official said.

Unless sophisticated cameras
were installed with power backup
facility and a sound technical wing
created in the police department, it
would be of no use having the
cameras and criminals continue to
execute their plans such as the
recent bomb blasts in
Dilsukhnagar, the official said.
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Bicycle vendors in the city had
been asked to collect identity

proof from buyers from now on,
drawing mixed response from the
shop owners.

The decision was taken
following February 21
Dilsukhnagar twin bomb blasts that
killed 16 people and injured more
than 100.

According to investigators, the
Indian Mujahideen (IM) operatives
planted improvised explosive
devices (IEDs) concealed in bags
strapped to bicycles.

The investigators were not in
a position to identify the owner of

the bicycles as there was no system
of registration for them, sources
said.

More than 30 years back, the
vendors used to stamp a badge
number on the bicycle and keep the
particulars of the buyers against the
badge number given to each of the
bicycle.

However, such system is not
in practice at present and anybody
can buy a bicycle just by paying the
money. Nobody thought one day
the ownership details of bicycles
would become necessary until the
IM began using them for bomb
blasts.

Bicycle bombs had been used
in the August 2012 Pune blasts,

May 2008 Jaipur blasts, May 2007
Gorakhpur blasts and the
subsequent serial blasts outside the
courts in Lucknow, Faizabad and
Gorakhpur the same year. More
than 100 people had been killed in
these incidents. 

This has been a signature of
the IM modus operandi. Since it is

Cycles of chaos;
dealers in trouble

According to the
investigative

officers who probe
into the brutal

terror blasts in the
country, IM

operatives had
managed to secure
bicycles that came
handy for them to
carry out their evil

designs
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If it was the dreaded D-gang
that involved in subversive

activities in the country until late
90s, now another gang of
terrorists - B-gang – seems to
have outsmarted D-gang in
carrying out terror activities
across the country, intelligence
sources said.

The gang is floated by
Bhatkal Brothers – Riyaz
Bhatkal, Iqbal Bhatkal and Yasin
Bhatkal – who had turned the
Indian Mujahideen (IM) into B-
gang, the sources said.

According to intelligence
sources, Riyaz and Iqbal are
hiding in Pakistan and they
frequently visit Saudi Arabia to
monitor IM activities in India,
headed by Yasin.

The three were among over
20 IM operatives absconding for
long giving sleepless nights to the
law enforcement agencies,
intelligence sources said.

Other prominent IM
operatives absconding for long
include Tabrez aka Asadullah
Akhtar, Waqas aka Ahmed of
Azamgarh in Uttar Pradesh and K
P Sabir, P V Muhammad Azhar, P

P Yusuf, Shafeeque, P A Raysal
and Muhammad Shameer from
Kerala, while some other IM
operatives belong to Darbhanga
in Bihar, sources said.

Majority of these terrorists
were either in Pakistan or in
Middle-East scouting for fresh
recruitment and indoctrination,
the sources said.   

Sources said Yasin had been
heading Indian operations with
the support from his brothers
ensuring deadly attacks on Indian
soil. He gave a slip to police in
Chennai a few months ago and is
believed to be hiding in Uttar
Pradesh or Bihar currently.

Sources also said that Yasin
was likely to strike again as soon
as possible with the assistance of
Tabrez and Waqas who have been
keeping law enforcement
agencies on tenterhooks for quite
a while.

“It has become very difficult
to nab Yasin, Tabrez and Waqas
since they have not been in touch
with any local man. They are
moving around the country
planning and executing blasts on
their own. We only hope to
prevent their next attack and save
several lives,” a highly placed
sources in the state intelligence
said.

The deadly Trio

easy to purchase cycles without
any registration or paper work it
has been an easy choice for
carrying out blasts.

In view of this alarming trend,
oral instructions had been issued to
the officials of respective police
stations to instruct and insist the
vendors orally to collect identity

proof from the buyers while selling
the bicycles.

However, the vendors are
worried over the instructions. A
couple of vendors pleading
anonymity told The News that this
would affect their business
adversely.

“The buyers will not bring the

identity proof with them and they
will go to another shop since there
are hundreds of shops in the city.
We can collect the address and
phone number of the buyers and
even insist for that but not for
identity proof in the absence of a
written order from any government
agency,” the vendors said.

About 20 absconding IM operatives led by
Batkal Brothers are quietly moving across the
country, planning and carrying out terror
blasts, giving sleepless nights to cops

Bhatkal Brothers: RIYAZ, IQBAL, YASIN
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MOHSIN BIN HUSSAIN AL - KASARY

Investigators probing the
Dilsukhnagar twin bomb blasts

case have arrived at a conclusion
that two key Indian Mujahideen
(IM) operatives Asadullah Akhtar
aka Tabrez and Yasin Bhatkal could
be behind the ghastly attack that
killed 17 people and left more than
100 injured. Tabrez and Yasin are
the most wanted IM operatives in
connection with the 2012 Pune
bomb blasts since the duo had
planted the Improvised Explosive
Devices (IEDs) in Pune. Hailing
from communally sensitive
Azamgarh district of Uttar Pradesh,
the duo had been indoctrinated by
Yasin Bhatkal, who is hiding in
some corner of the country
according to intelligence officials.

Though the duo had been
identified by the investigators in
Pune blast case, they continue to
give slip to the law enforcing
agencies across the country, sources
said. 

“We only hope that the law
enforcing agencies of the country
prevent another bomb blast in some
or the other part of the country and
by the same accused. We are more
worried because the two accused are
moving around the country planning
and executing bomb blasts,” an
intelligence official said.

They are not in touch with their
previous comrades-in-terror. They
neither use phones nor contact their
associates through internet to avoid

being caught, the official said. The
official also said there was no truth
in the argument doing rounds that
Syed Maqbool was behind the blasts
since he had carried out
reconnaissance of Dilsukhnagar
area along with Imran Khan.

“Ones a terror operative is
caught by the law enforcing
agencies before executing a plan,
his successors will not keep him
informed about the next plans. Since
Maqbool has been caught, his
associates have not discussed about
any fresh plans,” the official said.

However, National
Investigation Agency (NIA), which
is also probing the Dilsukhnagar
bomb blast case, took IM operatives

Syed Maqbool and Imran Khan into
five day custody, for questioning.

Maqbool and his associate had
been taken into custody since they
told Delhi police in December last
that they did carry out
reconnaissance of Dilsukhnagar in
August. Apparently the
investigators seem to be of the view
that questioning the two accused
could provide some lead in the case,
intelligence sources said.

Meanwhile, Director General
of Police (DGP) V Dinesh Reddy
said the sketches of suspects were
being prepared based on the inputs
given by some people injured in the
bomb blast and appealed for media
restraint in the matter.

Twin blasts: IM
operatives on radar?

A month has gone by since the twin blasts opened
bloody chapters yet again in the terror history of
twin cities, and the investigative agencies leaving
no stone unturned to book the felons, it looks like
their efforts have yielded result, if what the
probing officers claim is any indication. The News
makes a reality check
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Following the pressure of the
National Investigation Agency

(NIA), the state government has
finally decided to hand over the
February 21 Dilsukhnagar bomb
blasts case to the former in the last
week of March.

It may be recalled that clash of
interests between the NIA and the
state police came to fore with the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)
stepping in to convince the state
government to hand over the twin

bomb blasts case to the NIA.
The NIA wrote to the state

government on February 23
seeking transfer of investigation in
the case completely to them.

It made the request after
waiting for 48 hours expecting the

state government would send a
proposal to the Central government
formally requesting transfer of the
case to NIA, which was the normal
procedure, to avoid clash of
interests.

The decision was taken during 

Nia takes over twin
blasts case

Despite Director General of Police V Dinesh Reddy’s
repeated efforts to retain the twin blasts case with
the state police, the government has decided to
hand over the case to NIA, owing to the mounting
pressure from the national agency
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a review meeting h chaired by the
Chief Minister N Kiran Kumar
Reddy. NIA has jurisdiction across
the country and has nationwide
network while the state police have
limitations. However, the
investigation in the blasts case need
nationwide network, Home
Minister P Sabita Indra Reddy told
media persons after the review
meeting.

“Keeping these issues in mind,
the state government has decided to
hand over the case to NIA,” Sabita
said.

However, according to
sources, Director General of Police
(DGP) V Dinesh Reddy wanted to
retain the case since he wanted to
take credit for solving the case.

Sources said Dinesh Reddy
had been prevailing upon the Chief
Minister N Kiran Kumar Reddy to
dodge the NIA request since he
strongly wishes to take credit for
solving the case.

Ironically, the state police
bosses had been repeatedly
claiming that there was perfect
sync between various agencies
probing the case while the truth
was different, sources said.

Home Minister P Sabita Indra

Reddy, DGP Dinesh Reddy,
Cyberabad Police Commissioner
Ch D Tirumala Rao and City Police
Commisisoner Anurag Sharma had
been claiming that vital clues had
been found it was only a matter of
time a breakthrough was achieved.

However, sources said the
local police have drawn a blank in
the investigation. Only the Counter
Intelligence Cell of the state police
and the NIA have made some
progress and arrived at a
conclusion that Indian
Mujahideen’s Tabrez and Waqas
had played a major role in the twin
blasts leading to clash of interests,
sources said.

In view of this development,
NIA senior officials sought the
intervention of the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) in getting
complete control over the case. An
official of the MHA said to have
spoke to the Chief Minister to
formally handover the case,
sources said.

Since there was no progress in
the investigations carried out by the
state police and NIA wanted formal
transfer of the case to it at the
earliest, the government had no
other option but to take the

decision in favour of the NIA,
sources said.

Meanwhile, the two Indian
Mujahideen (IM) operatives – Syed
Maqbool and Imran Khan – were
flown back to New Delhi amid
tight security.

The NIA took the two IM
operatives into custody after a
Delhi court granted five day police
custody on February 28. They were
lodged in Tihar jail following their
arrest by the Delhi police in
connection with the Pune blasts last
year.

The duo had been brought to
Hyderabad and questioned for
clues in the twin blasts that killed
16 people and left over 100 injured.
They were also taken to the blast
site and other areas where they had
conducted recce prior to their
arrest.

The NIA officials interrogated
them about their reconnaissance
activity in the city, those who
helped them and their handlers,
sources said.

Maqbool is said to have
identified one of the suspect seen in
the CCTV footage as Tabrez aka
Asadullah Akhtar, who had planted
bombs in Pune last year along with
his associate Waqas aka Ahmed.

On the other hand, a joint team
of NIA and Ranchi police arrested
terror suspect Manzar Imam at
Kanke in Ranchi district.

Imam is wanted by NIA in
connection with the 2008
Ahmedabad blast case. The
investigators would question him
for leads in the Dilsukhnagar twin
blasts case, sources said.

Meanwhile, unconfirmed
reports suggested that NIA officials
took three more persons into
custody from Bidar for questioning
in the twin blasts case.
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Even as people across the
country are raising
eyebrows over the

efficiency of national security
agencies in nabbing the terror
accused, an overconfident software
professional took the city police for
a ride creating panic among top
police administration.  He
succeeded in creating fake email
conversations between terror
operatives indicating another terror
attack on Hyderabad and
convinced the top cops who sprang
into action.

Intimidated and nonplussed by
the ghastly blasts on February 21
that killed 17 people and left over
100 injured, the city police went on
high alert following the fake terror
mails since they could not take a
chance.

However, city police detected
foul play with the help of National
Technical Research Organisation
(NTRO) team and arrested the
software professional.

City police initially trusted the
software professional Vivek
Ponnulliyil aka Vicky, a native of
Kerala and resident of Yapral area
of Secunderabad as he had earlier
helped law enforcement agencies
in some issues.

Police Commissioner Anurag
Sharm while addressing a media
conference to announce the arrest,
refused to name the agencies which

took Vicky’s help.
He said Vicky approached

task force inspector on March 2
saying he had developed a
programme which could track
email chats via computer based bot
nets installed on remote computers.
The techie claimed that the emails
were checked every day through
bot nets and gave a write-up about
what his programme was capable.

Three days later, Vicky
approached the inspector again
with extracts of email containing
the gist of 10 communications
among seven email IDs, email
drafts, photographs, IP address
details etc making him believe the
information was true. The
communication hinted on another
impending terror attack on
Hyderabad in the near future,
Anurag Sharma said.

Apparently, it was due to the
inputs given by Vicky top officials
went into high alert and held
emergency meeting on the night of
March 6 to discuss the situation.

Also, it was on the same day a team
of NTRO scientists headed by
Muktesh Chander arrived from
Delhi to probe the credibility of the
purported email conversations
provided by Vicky.

Anurag Sharma said the
NTRO team found the email
conversations false and thoroughly
questioned Vicky, who admitted
that he had created false mails and
the content to get publicity for his
software product so that he could
market it easily. He has been
arrested for committing cyber
crime.

Replying to a question Anurag
Sharma said the alert had not been
sounded because of Vicky’s
misleading mails. “The alert has
already been sounded because of
Maha Shiv Ratri festival. At the
same time, we being police
officials cannot neglect even a
phone call though it looks like a
hoax one. So, we did not take
Vicky’s inputs light but grew
suspicious and probed it
thoroughly and detected the foul
play,” he said.

Techie takes
cops for a ride

Even the city police
seem to be gullible to
the whims and fancies
of cyber cheats after a
software professional
misled top police
officers by convincing
them of another
possible terror attack by
showing fraudulent
email communications
between terror
elements

Vivek Ponnulliyil aka Vicky
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Corruption is nothing new in
the country, but at least
hitherto regarded as non

corrupt sector –Judiciary – is no
exemption, says a former Indian
Revenue Service (IRS) officer.

According to him, entire
sections of public life have become
corrupt in India. In a book penned
by B.V. Kumar, as of today, the
most important institutions, the
legislature, the executive and the
judiciary, have been corrupted.

Kumar’s paperback edition of
"The Darker Side of Black Money"
(Konark) says, "Corruption of
these institutions has finally led to
its institutionalisation."  He quotes
then prime minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee as saying that growing
corruption had bred contempt for
the law.

Indian efforts to check
corruption had failed because the
guilty did not get punished, says
Kumar. Quoting statistics, the
author says conviction rate in
Indian courts is dismally low
compared to other countries.

The 350-page book says that
although the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) did its best to
complete probes, investigations
were often slow and tardy. "The
agency is under political leash," it
said.

Kumar held many coveted
posts in 35 years of service. He
identified lack of political will as

one of the factors why India seems
to be losing the war against
corruption. Corruption has become
so all-pervasive that it has ceased
to be an issue among political
parties, he says.

Lack of respect for political
ideology also means that
politicians charged with corruption
promptly join another party, where
"they are not only welcomed but
treated as heroes". He blames the
criminal justice system for the
present mess in the country.

Investigating agencies should
undertake 'sting' and undercover
operations to unearth cases of

systemic and chaotic corruption,
according to Kumar. "It is also
necessary to identity persons who
are known to be corrupt and retire
them from the civil service
compulsorily.

"As far as politicians are
concerned, nothing short of a social
and political boycott may be
necessary as most (of) them are
thick skinned." Kumar warns that
overlooking corruption would
amount to patronising organised
crime. "This will ultimately
debilitate and destabilize
governments, particularly in
developing countries," he says.

‘PUBLIC LIFE MIRED
IN CORRUPTION’

A former
IRS officer
says that

entire
sections of
public life

have
become

corrupt in
India, in his
book ‘The

Darker Side
of Black
Money’
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There appears to be a
mysterious connection
between the traffic crane

attached to Malakpet police station
and the bombs planted by
subversive agents in Dilsukhnagar.

The personnel attached to
traffic crane – one each Sub-
Inspector (SI) and constable, two
home guards and a driver-cum-
crane operator – escaped death
during the recent twin bomb blasts
and also in 2007 when an
unexploded bomb planted near the
foot-over-bridge at Dilsukhnagar
was defused.

The traffic personnel attached
to the crane came to A-1 snacks
corner at Dilsukhnagar 10 minutes
before the bomb blasts on February
21 and had mirchi bajjis. Even as
the crane was leaving the place, a
deafening explosion devastated the
area killing several people. The
shocked traffic personnel thanked
their luck and got into rescue work,
police sources said.

On August 25, 2007, personnel

attached to the Malakpet traffic
crane were on duty near
Dilsukhnagar foot-over-bridge. The
then SI, now inspector with CID,
imposed a fine on a motorcyclist for
parking the vehicle in no-parking
area, the sources said. The
motorcyclist paid the fine and while
leaving the place handed over a bag
tangled to the handle saying it did
not belong to him. The SI was busy
imposing fines and asked his
deputy to keep the bag inside the
crane so that the contents could be
checked later. For the next 45
minutes, the crane moved around
the area.

In the meantime, bombs
exploded at Gokul Chat at Koti and
Lumbini Park killing several people
and the news was disseminated to
all the police personnel in the city
asking them to be alert and look for
suspicious objects. It was then the

traffic personnel on the Malakpet
crane realised that they had been
carrying an unclaimed bag.
Immediately the bag was taken out
of the crane and the SI opened it
with care only to find a bomb
ticking in it. The personnel were
shocked to know that they were in
fact sitting on the bomb for more
than 45 minutes and called in a
bomb disposal team, which defused
the bomb, sources said.

The traffic personnel narrated
exactly what happened to the then
Additional Commissioner of Police
M Punna Rao, who appreciated
them for not concocting a story of
finding a bag containing bomb and
saving several lives to hit the
headlines, sources said.

Even to this day, those traffic
personnel who sat on the bomb in
the crane, shiver while recalling the
experience, sources said.

Traffic crane’s mysterious
link with terror

In a mystery that baffles even the top-notch
investigating sleuths of the country’s elite security
forces, the connection between a traffic crane and
horrific terror blasts remain a conundrum
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It is not new for the kith and kin of Cabinet
Ministers in Andhra Pradesh to involve in

illegal activities. So far, Home Minister P
Sabita Indra Reddy's son Karthik Reddy used
to be in the news for all wrong reasons. Now,
it is the turn of Marketing Minister M Mukesh
Goud's son M Vikram Goud.

There have been allegations against
Vikram that he has been into settling land and
financial disputes allegedly with the help of
police personnel posted as gunmen to his
father and family. Also, it is alleged that
Vikram has been detaining and manhandling
the victims in the official residence of the
minister so as to leave no chance for any police
official to act, sources said.

Take for instance the criminal case
registered against Vikram last month. The
allegations levelled against the minister's son
include abduction of two persons, detaining
and assaulting them inside the minister's
residence for several hours.

Banjara Hills police registered a case
against Vikram, his gunman Sivaji, associate
Ramesh and Equator Lounge and Bar owner
Karthik. The case was registered based on a
complaint lodged by Sashikant and
Chandrasekhar.

The complainants alleged in their
complaint that five people approached them
while having lunch at a restaurant on Road No.

Minister son’s
misdemeanours
Marketing Minister Mukesh Goud's son’s nefarious activities came into the fore
with a case of abduction and assault being booked against the aspiring people’s
representative last month.  He was allegedly using the Minister's residence and
official gunmen for carrying out his evil designs
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12 in Banjara Hills on March 21.
The rough looking people forced
the duo to go with them to Minister
Mukesh Goud’s house saying
Vikram Goud was calling them, the
duo said in their complaint.

The duo also said in the
complaint that their business
partner Karthik and Vikram were
present inside the house and they
beat them up black and blue along
with some other persons. “We were
threatened by Vikram to settle the
dispute with Karthik or face dire
consequences,” they said in the
complaint.

According to the victims, the
duo along with three others took a
lounge bar located near Peddamma
Temple in Jubilee Hills on lease
from Karthik for an amount of Rs
54 lakh. The lease money has
completely been paid but Karthik
had been demanding for more
money. When the undue demand
was refused, Vikram entered the
picture and made at least three
phone calls prior to March 21
threatening with dire
consequences.

“We did not pay attention to
the threats following which we
were abducted, assaulted and
threatened with dire
consequences,” the duo said in the
complaint.

Police, however, delayed
registration of the case for a couple
of days allegedly due to political
pressure but finally registered the
case as the media was after the
police to know the progress of the
case.

It is said the Banjara Hills
Inspector P Murali Krishna offered
to arrange a compromise with
Vikram and advised Sashikant and
Chandrasekhar to withdraw the
complaint. Sources also said
Mukesh Goud had allegedly

instructed the police to see that the
case was not registered.

In February, Balanagar police
registered a case against Vikram
and his associates for allegedly
threatening a person who runs a
meat shop asking him to vacate the
shop at the building owner's behest.

However, police did not take
any action either against Vikram or
his henchmen so far in both the
cases.

Meanwhile, City Police
Commissioner Anurag Sharma said
the role of gunman Sivaji in the

incident was being enquired by the
Banjara Hills Assistant
Commissioner of Police.

“We will take stern action
against Sivaji if his involvement in
the alleged kidnap and assault case
is proved,” he said.

The irony of Vikram Goud is
that he is likely to contest the next
Assembly elections from
Musheerabad Assembly
Constituency either on a Congress
ticket or on the YSR Congress
ticket, notwithstanding his alleged
criminal record, sources said.
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Alarge number of Facebook
users in California have

changed their profile pictures to
a red-hued version of the logo
belonging to the Human Rights
Campaign (HRC), an advocacy
group for gay, lesbian, bisexual
and transgender individuals.

The move is to oppose the
Supreme Court decision on the
fate of marriage equality -- and
more specifically, the fate of
Proposition 8, which outlawed
same-sex marriages in
California.

Generally, the standard
HRC logo features a yellow
equal sign against a navy
background, but the group
posted a red version to its
Facebook page and encouraged
users to adopt it as their avatars,
according to media reports.

"Make sure you wear red
to show your support for
marriage equality. And make
your Facebook profile red too!"
the HRC reportedly told its over
1 million Facebook followers.
Just a day after the
announcement was made, its
post had been shared over

45,000 times and had received
over 13,000 "likes."

It may be noted that the
move to adopt the HRC profile
picture gained immense support
after actor George Takei
updated his own FB profile with
the logo. LGBTQ@Facebook,
the social network's official
resource page, also changed its
picture to the HRC's, and shared
a story about the advocacy
group's push.

Interestingly, the HRC had

previously opposed the idea of
bringing Proposition 8 before
the Supreme Court. According
to reports, in a 2009 document
co-signed by the HRC,
American Civil Liberties
Union, Gay and Lesbian
Alliance Against Defamation
and the Equality Federation,
among other organizations, the
groups argued that "the ballot
box and not the courts should be
the next step on marriage in
California."

Facebook goesred to support
same-sex marriage

In a move to support gay, lesbian, bisexual
and transgender marriages, thousands of
Facebook users in California are turning their
pages red,  showing their support for marriage
equality
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Top Tollywood pinups Anushka Shetty and Priyamani
must be drawing huge crowds to fleapits and
multiplexes alike, but for a city-based activist, the

leading ladies from tinsel town are corrupting the minds of
people, prompting them to commit heinous offences like the
recent Delhi gang rape of a 23-year-old paramedic.

Following a petition filed by advocate L Subuddi
saying the two actresses were publicly exposing their bodies
inducing gullible people to buy tickets and watch their
movies, the X Metropolitan Magistrate directed Malkajgiri
police to register and investigate a case against the actresses.
The petitioner also said Anushka and Priyamani in turn were
corrupting the minds
of people to commit
heinous offenses like
the recent Delhi
gang rape.

However, the
sexy sirens
continue to scorch
the screens and
rake in moolah
while their die-
hard fans throng
the cinemas to
catch a glimpse
of the
voluptuous
beauties!

Corrupt
People?

Aushka, Priyamani
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Green tea and coffee, if made
a regular part of the diet,

could benefit the heart
immensely, says a research
conducted in Japan.

According to its report
published recently in the US,
green tea and coffee may help
lower the risk of having a stroke,
especially when both are a
regular part of diet. The research
was published in Stroke: Journal
of the American Heart
Association.

"This is the first large-scale
study to examine the combined
effects of both green tea and
coffee on stroke risks," said
Yoshihiro Kokubo, lead author of
the study at Japan's National

Cerebral and Cardiovascular
Centre, according to agency
reports.

"You may make a small but
positive lifestyle change to help
lower the risk of stroke by adding
daily green tea to your diet," says
the study. The researchers
found that the more green
tea or coffee people drink,
the lower their stroke
risks. "The regular action
of drinking tea and
coffee, largely
benefits
cardiovascular
health because
it partly keeps
blood clots
from forming,"
Kokubo was
quoted as

saying. Tea and coffee are the
most popular drinks in the world
after water, suggesting that these
results may apply in other
countries too. However, it is
unclear how green tea affects
stroke risks.

Drink
green
tea for
stronger
heart

Adding daily green tea to your diet
will make a small but  positive

lifestyle change and help lower
the risk of stroke, says a new study
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Two dozen women have been
recruited as special force

commandos in the Afghan Army
thanks to Colonel Jalauddin
Yaftaly, head of elite units in the
Afghan forces. According to
reports, the brave girls chose the
tough way despite having death
threats for breaking tradition in a
conservative country.

The night missions by these
forces are the most dangerous
operations because they involve
raiding homes of suspected
Taliban insurgents under the
cover of darkness and searching
the inhabitants. Earlier, when
there were no women in the
special forces, the raids kicked up
a row because it is considered
offensive for male troops to
search female Afghans in their
homes.

Now, with new female
recruits on board, it is possible for
women to search women. The
female recruits will allow more
dignity for the women they
search.  But they also turn targets
in Afghanistan - where women
face a culture of discrimination.

According to a news report,
Zakia Halakim, 21, worked for

the Afghan police force when she
was head hunted by Colonel
Yaftaly to join the special forces.
She was quoted as saying: 'We do
face death threats because our
work is outside of our culture but
this is an important job.

The women wear sunglasses
and scarves around their faces to
protect their identities, and their
role has been limited to night
raids.

The report quoted
Mahbouba Seraj, an executive
board member at the Afghan
Women’s Network: “As far as the
culture in this country is
concerned, it’s not acceptable in
this country at all. It goes against
every single grain of belief of an
Afghan man.”

“These women are amongst

the bravest in Afghanistan. I
appreciate the first steps that they
are taking so much. I wish I could
be alive and be around to see
them become generals in this
country,” she added.

There are more than 1,000
women in the Afghan Army and
Brigadier General
Mohammadzai Khatool is the
only female general. She had
been forced to leave the military
when the Taliban took over
Afghanistan, but when the
Taliban fell in 2002 she returned
and was promoted to general.
She was quoted by the report:
“Men and women are like two
wings of one bird. Working
together, both are trying to
defend their country and their
people.”

In an effort to avoid controversies on
male commandoes searching females during
special raids against terrorists, the Afghan
army has recruited two dozens of women
commandos into its fold

Women commandosin Afghan army
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A‘topless
revolution’ led by a

Ukrainian women's
rights group in Tunisia
has invited the wrath of
Islamic fundamentalists
and a Muslim preacher
demanded a girl who
posted naked pictures of
herself online be stoned
because she is an
'epidemic'.

The group -
FEMEN - which
regularly stages high-
profile naked protests,
has declared April 4 the
day of 'relentless topless
jihad against Islamism'
in a bid to jump-start a
new Arab Spring for women's rights, reports the
western media.

A bold activist, Amina Tyler, 19, caused
outrage in her native Tunisia last week when she
posted topless photos of herself on her Facebook
page in a protest over women's rights.

According to reports, the teenager, who is
a FEMEN activist, can be seen smoking a
cigarette with Arabic words written across her
chest in black that translates into English as: 'My
body belongs to me.' Reports in Europe and the
US have said that Amina had been taken by her
parents to a psychiatric hospital in Tunis, which
have been confirmed by FEMEN leader Inna
Shevchenko in Paris.

Newspapers in Tunisia reported that if
Amina had committed the offence in her own
country, she could be punished by up to two
years in prison and be given a fine between £40
and £400 pounds.

However, Amina’s act has caused
conservative religious leaders there to take laws
into their own hands. It was reported that
FEMEN's Facebook account was hacked and
that one page been infiltrated with videos and
pictures on the site with verses from the Koran.

Salafist preacher Adel Almi called for
Amina to be 'quarantined' and stoned to death
after comparing her to someone with a
contagious illness, says a report. “Thanks to God

‘Topless revolution’irks Tunisian fanatics
A bold teen
activist, Amina
Tyler, caused
outrage in her
native Tunisia last
week when she
posted topless
photos of herself on
her Facebook page
as part of
'relentless topless
jihad against
Islamism'. A Muslim
preacher demanded
the girl be stoned
because she is an
'epidemic'
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we have hacked this immoral page and the best is
yet to come,” an apparent hacker posted on his
page.

Tunisian newspaper AssabahNews quoted
Salafi preacher Adel Almi, who heads the
Commission for the Promotion of Virtue and
Prevention of Vice, saying: “According to God's
law, she deserves 80 to 100 lashes, but what she
committed is worth much more than that. She
deserves to be stoned to death and she must be
quarantined because what she did is an epidemic.”

He was quoted as saying: “She is like
someone suffering from a serious and contagious
illness and she must be secluded and treated.”

Meanwhile, FEMEN responded with a
statement condemning 'barbarian threats of the
Islamists' and said that April 4 will mark the
'beginning of a new, genuine Arab Spring, after
which true freedom, freedom without mullahs and
caliphs, will come to Tunisia!

A news report quoted the group: “Long live

the topless jihad against infidels!” before ending
on a high note: “Our tits are deadlier than your
stones!”

A petition already signed by more than
10,000 people called for those who threatened
Amina's life to be prosecuted and declared an
international day of action on April 4 to highlight
the threats against Amina.

A spokesman for Human Rights Watch was
quoted as saying : “The comments of the Tunisian
preacher Adel Almi saying that Amina Tyler
should be stoned to death could put her at serious
risk of being harmed.”

“The Tunisian state should react at the very
least by condemning these words and protecting
her from physical assault, and investigate if the
crime of inciting violence has taken place.”

It may be recalled that last month, FEMEN
brought together Iranian women in Sweden, who
took to the streets of Stockholm demonstrating
against the Hijab (Islamic headscarf).
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The world’s youngest
bridegroom, eight-year-old

Sanele Masilela, tied the nuptial
knot in front of 100 odd guests to a
mother-of-five Helen Shabangu,
61-year-old and much older than
his own mother.

The couple exchanged rings
and kissed in the ceremony in
Tshwane, South Africa, which
Sanele claimed his dead ancestors
ordered him to arrange, according
to Huffington Post.

His family, who forked out
£1,500 on the wedding, insisted it
was only a ritual and was not
legally binding. Sanele reportedly
said: “I told my mother I wanted to

get married as I really did want to.
I’m happy that I married

Helen. When I’m older I will marry
a lady of my own age.”

The boy’s 46-year-old mum
Patience said: “Sanele’s
grandfather asked him to get
married before he died. He chose
Helen because he loves her. By
doing this, we made the ancestors
happy. If we hadn’t, something bad
would have happened in the
family.”

They paid £500 for the bride
and a further £1,000 for the big day,
which was organised in just two
months, says the report.

Though the incident has
already shocked the community,
the family has defended the

ceremony, saying it was just a ritual
and not legally binding.

Patience Masilela said: “This
is the first time this has happened
in the family. Sanele is named after
his grandfather, who never had a
white wedding before he died.

The widow, who works at a
recycling centre, added: “I would
say that this is not wrong. Sanele
was fine and he was happy about
the ceremony and it was what he
wanted. He was happy to get
married and very excited,” the
report said.

Sanele and his bride did not
sign a marriage certificate and do
not have to live together. Both have
gone back to their normal lives.
Despite being old enough to be his
grandmother, bride Helen, whose
children are aged between 37 and
27, was happy with the
arrangement.

Helen, who also works at a
recycling centre, said: “I'm married
and have five kids of my own, but
I know that this is what the
ancestors wanted - and now they
are happy.”

Her husband of 30 years,
Alfred, 65, said: 'My kids and I are
happy. We don't have problems
with it but some of the community
members were shocked,” the report
said.

8-year-old boy 
weds
61-year-old woman
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Doing it in the wild may be
thrilling, but at the same

time it can prove fatal too. In a
bizarre incident, a woman was
killed by a lion reportedly while
having sex with a man in a bush
in Africa, killing the woman.

According to a report that
appeared in a news website My
Zimbabwe, Sharai Mawera and
an unidentified male were
having sex in a bushy area of a
Zimbabwe village when a lion
attacked them.

Says the report,
"Unfortunately the woman, who
was also known as Mai Desire,
was mauled to death by the lion,
but her boyfriend managed to
escape naked and he was only
wearing a condom." "The two
were having their quality time
near Mahombekombe Primary
School," it adds.

After the run for his life, the
hapless man eventually notified
the police who, along with
officials from the Zimbabwe
Parks & Wildlife Management
Authority, accompanied him to
the scene where they allegedly
found the woman's mauled body,
according to the report.

The Huffington Post said it
tried to reach out to the
Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife

Management to confirm details
of the attack but did not
immediately receive a response.

The story of the deadly sex
-- picked up by the Telegraph,
the New York Post and the
Herald Sun -- may seem quite
unbelievable. But it may be
recalled that a similar incident
with an almost identical
outcome was reported by the
BBC in 2002.

In August 2002, the news
outlet reported that a man and
woman were attacked by a lion
when they were having sex in a
bush near their Tanzanian
village. The ferocious feline
attacked the woman, but the man
escaped. When he returned later
with other villagers, the lion had
disappeared and all that was left

was the woman's mauled
remains, says the report.

Meanwhile, the Associated
Press has warned Zimbabweans
living near Harare to be cautious
after rogue lions mauled two
people to death on the shores of
Lake Kariba. The AP report says
a lion attacked a man and a
woman in the area a couple of
weeks ago. The man was able to
escape, but the woman was
killed and most of her corpse
was eaten.

According to another
report, although wild lion
populations have drastically
reduced in Africa over the past
decades, lion attacks are not
uncommon. In Tanzania alone,
lions have been known to kill
100 people each year.

lion kills woman
while having sex
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Aman from South Wales has got a
unique distinction of being the head

of a nomadic tribe Yanadi.  The 60-year-
old British, father-of-four has been given
the title - King Bazza - by the tribe in
Andhra Pradesh after he helped them
relocate their village from a rubbish tip.

Barry Watson paid £20,000 for land
for farmers to construct a new village that
has 31 huts with lighting, water pumps, a
school and a church.

The village has been christened after
him as Barrypuram as a mark of respect
to the philanthropist. Barrypuram is
located near Burlavaripalem village in
Prakasam district, between Chirala and

desi tribe gets a
firangi king

From a bus driver to King Bazza, it has been an eventful journey for the
Englishman Barry Watson who has been crowned as the head of Yanadi tribe of
Andhra Pradesh.  He is held in such awe that his “subjects” have been known
to walk ten paces behind him, and children have feared to approach him
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Bapatla. Watson is a charity worker
and runs social media company Let
Us Be Social.

He reportedly said, “I love my
name King Bazza, I am their guard.
I wanted to give them a better life
without the trappings of Western
civilization, keeping their own
cultures. On the tip they had
nothing, their life expectancy was
only about 40.”

The Mirror writes: “After a
varied career as a teacher, a bus
driver, and a self-confessed “public
school idiot”, the last thing Barry
Watson expected was to ascend to
royalty. But in a tiny Indian village,
he is revered as a king.”

Watson founded his charity
Help the Village in 2009, a branch
of Elizabeth-Ann, and raised funds
partly from a trip in Mini cars to
France the year after.

Since then, the father to twins
Kate and Zola, 29, Zak, 23 and
Luke, 19, has achieved notable
milestones in building the village.

He is reportedly held in such
awe that his “subjects” have been
known to walk ten paces behind
him, and children have feared to
approach him.

According to The Mirror,
“However, at home in Chepstow, he
is an ordinary father-of-four whose
children constantly “take the mick”.

Watson told to the media: “It

really was like Sean Connery and
The Man Who Would Be King,
when I said I was going to build
them a village. About half believed
me and half didn’t. To start with
they were in total awe of me. They
would walk ten paces behind me,
none of the children would come up
to me.”

“They throng round me,
holding my hand, pulling me
about,” he said, adding, “Every
time I get there, there is a big
village meeting and I have to sit in

the middle of all of them. They had
nothing. Now they have education
because I built them a school,
nutrition because I built them
vegetable farms.”

The Indian government is
taking steps to name Barrypuram
officially. Watson’s forty-year-old
love affair with India began in 1972
when he answered a classified ad in
The Daily Telegraph to work as a
bus driver taking “hippies” on
overland trips to Kathmandu,
Nepal.

The son of a Royal Navy
officer, Watson is a former student
at the Royal Hospital School in
Ipswich who was a teacher and a
bus driver before spending three
years on gruelling cross-continental
trips to the subcontinent.

Watson, lives with wife
Shirley, 47 and four children. It is
said that the tribe believed that there
was an ancient prophecy that one
day a white man would come and
build them a village.

I love my name King Bazza, I am their guard. I
wanted to give them a better life without the
trappings of Western civilization, keeping their
own cultures. On the tip they had nothing,
their life expectancy was only about 40.
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Sri Lankan President Mahinda
Rajapapaksa warned his
countrymen of local and
international attempts to scuttle
peace in the island nation even as
the Tamil Nadu assembly urged
India to introduce a resolution in the
UN Security Council seeking a
referendum in Sri Lanka to carve
out an independent Tamil Eelam
state.

A resolution moved in TN
assembly said Tamils living in Sri
Lanka as well as Tamils of Sri
Lankan origin in other countries
should take part in the referendum.

Meanwhile, addressing a Sri
Lanka Freedom Party ceremony,
Rajapaksa said it was the right of all
Sri Lankans to ensure that peace
was protected in the country
without falling prey to rumours.

The resolution urged India to
stop describing Sri Lanka as a
friendly nation and sought an
international probe on war crimes
during the war against the Tamil
Tigers that left thousands dead.

It said those responsible for the
alleged war crimes should be tried
by an international court.

The Indian government was
also asked to impose economic
sanctions on the island nation until

the "oppression" on Tamils there
ended. The TN chief minister J
Jayalalithaa, while addressing the
House, referred to the widespread
protests by students in the state
demanding action against Sri Lanka
over the deaths of Tamil civilians in
the war against the LTTE.

The UN Human Rights
Council resolution had earlier
pulled up Colombo over
accusations that many innocent
Tamils died in the military
blitzkrieg against the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam.

Sri Lanka crushed the LTTE
and wiped out its leadership in May
2009, ending one of the world's
longest running conflicts. "There
should be an international probe on
the war crimes during the war
(against the Tamil Tigers) and
people responsible for that should
be tried before an international
court," Jayalalithaa said.

She also told Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh that her
government would allow IPL
matches in the state only if no Sri
Lankan player, umpire, official or
support staff took part in the
matches.

The chief minister said New
Delhi had not taken any action on
the resolution passed by the Tamil

Sri Lanka faces
international ire
Ever since Rajapaksa's government wiped out the
Tamil Tigers, the island nation has been under
pressure, especially from Western countries, seeking
an independent probe into war crimes allegations
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Nadu assembly in 2011 urging
India to impose economic sanctions
on Sri Lanka and approach the UN
to declare those responsible for the
"genocide" in the island as war
criminals. Meanwhile, addressing a
Sri Lanka Freedom Party ceremony
in Colombo, Rajapaksa said it was
the right of all Sri Lankans to
ensure that peace was protected in
the country without falling prey to
rumours.

Since defeating the Tamil
Tigers, Rajapaksa's government has
been under pressure, especially
from Western countries, seeking an
independent probe into war crimes
allegations.

Rajapaksa recalled that during
the civil war, a lot of pressure was
exerted by some countries on Sri
Lanka. But the government stood
firm in achieving its objectives and

protected the interest of its people
in the process.

The president said the people
in the north and south of the island
were living together in unity
following the defeat of the Tamil
Tigers and such peace and unity
must not be broken by any party or

individual. After defeating the
Tamil Tigers in May 2009,
Rajapaksa's government has been
under continuous international
pressure, especially from the
Western countries, seeking an
independent probe into war crimes
allegations.

THE NEWS BUREAU

According to Huffington Post,
Kahtanna Culp, 29, is

believed to have told the school's
principal about the illicit affair in
December last year.  She had
reportedly tried to end the
relationship but the boy
threatened to reveal what was
going on unless the teacher paid
him off.

Culp has been charged with

improper relationship with a
student in Houston, Texas. Culp,
who taught at Northbrook High
School in Houston was fired and
the police were informed, the
report said citing court
documents last week. 

The teenage boy told police
that he and Culp had sex on
multiple occasions while he was
still at school.  The boy also
claimed that he had lived with the
teacher from shortly before he

graduated last May until
November, says the report.

He also reportedly said Culp
had given him and his friends
marijuana at her home, some as
young as 14 years old.  The
school district said that it took the
allegations seriously and that
they were cooperating fully with
police.  Culp's attorney denied
the claims against his client.

Sex with male student
lands ex teacher in trouble
In bizarre incident, a former high school teacher
who allegedly had sex with a male student, found
herself in trap as the latter started trying to
blackmail her.
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The Central Crime Station (CCS)
probe into a murder case

involving some police officials has
been progressing at a snail's pace. To
be more precise, the investigators
apparently don't want to arrest their
fellow cops though their
involvement has been clearly visible.
It may be recalled the CCS sleuths
investigating a land grabbing case
discovered that the land grabbers in
collusion with some cops and
government officials got certified the
death of a man as ‘natural death’
though it was a clean murder. 

The criminal conspiracy came
to light when the CCS officials
launched investigations into a court
referred case lodged by one
Indrakaran.  Subsequently, CCS
sleuths arrested S B Pavan Kumar
and rowdy sheeter V Sandeep
Chowdary in February. The duo
disclosed to the investigators
startling facts about the collusion of
some cops, a forensic professor of
Gandhi Medical College Hospital,
another doctor and an advocate, to
show the murder as a case of natural
death. According to police, Sandeep
and Pavan approached one Ram
Prasad on the pretext of buying the
latter’s land to an extent of 520
square yards in Jawaharnagar area of
Chikkadpally. But the duo
administered milk laced with
sedative to Ram Prasad, stole cheque
leaves from his cheque book and
siphoned off huge amount of money
from his bank account, police said.

The accused also obtained the
signatures of Ram Prasad in the

drugged state to prepare documents
showing he had appointed one of
the accused persons as the General
Power of Attorney. The accused
paid bribes to the registration
department officials for preparing
the documents in violation of the
rules, police said.

Later on, the accused
smothered Ram Prasad to death out
of anger when the latter executed a
will deed in favour of Indrakaran,
the present complainant.  But the
accused managed Gandhi Hospital
forensic doctor Vidyasagar by
paying a bribe of Rs 4 lakh and got
certified the death as a natural one.
Despite being aware of the fact that
it was a murder, the then Sub-
Inspector M Satyanarayana
allegedly accepted a bribe of Rs 5
lakh from the rowdy sheeter and
closed the file as a case of natural
death, while the then assistant
commissioners of police
Satyanarayana had allegedly taken a
bribe of Rs 4 lakh to support the
accused and his successor
Chakrapani also helped the killers.
Another Inspector Pratap also
extended his help, police said.

Home Guard Raj Kumar
played key role in getting help for
the accused after receiving a bribe
of Rs 4 lakh. Besides, doctor
Sridhar had given the accused
chloroform with which the victim
was smothered to death, while
advocate Bharath advised the
accused how to go about the
conspiracy, police said.

The investigators clearly know
about the entire conspiracy which
was narrated by Sandeep Chowdary
and Pavan Kumar. Yet, they are still
trying to save their fellow cops
involved in the case on the pretext
that Raj Kumar's arrest was
necessary to find out the role played
by the cops. 

Not only cops but the
investigators are also not arresting
the Sub-Registrar Ravinder, his
assistant Nair and another private
person Mallesh who were part of the
conspiracy though they were
available and attending their offices.

The investigators say they were
looking for the home guard and the
investigation could easily be
completed ones they have the home
guard in their hands. 

CROOKED COPS

Killer Sandeep Chowdary Victim Ram Prasad 
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The Bharatiya Janata Party’s
(BJP) message is loud and

clear. Gujarat Chief Minister
Narendra Modi is going to play a
key role in the coming Lok Sabha
polls. That is why BJP chief Rajnath
Singh inducted Modi into the party’s
top decision-making group, the
parliamentary board.

Rajnath Singh’s rejig also saw
Modi's controversial aide Amit Shah
and Pilibhit MP Varun Gandhi being
made general secretaries and former
Madhya Pradesh chief minister
Uma Bharti a vice president. Modi
is the only chief minister in the
parliamentary board now. He has
also been made member of the
central election committee and will
have a role in the party’s candidate
selection for the next Lok Sabha
elections.

He comes back to the
parliamentary board after about six
years but in changed circumstances
- amid demands from some sections
that he be declared the prime
ministerial candidate. According to
sources, there are also indications
that he would head the party's
campaign committee for the Lok
Sabha polls.

Modi’s influence has been
attributed in Shah's induction as
general secretary. Shah is an
accused in the Soharabuddin Sheikh
and Tulsi Prajapati shootout cases
and also is a legislator from
Naranpura in Gujarat. Varun
Gandhi, all of 33, is the youngest

general secretary of the party.
However, Congress leaders took a
dig at BJP's decision to induct Modi
and Shah in the team of party's
central office-bearers and said
Karnataka would be the "first test"
of the Opposition party's new team.

The new team, which will take
BJP through preparations of crucial
assembly polls this year to five
states and Lok Sabha polls due next
year, includes 13 vice presidents, 10
general secretaries, 15 secretaries
and seven spokespersons.

According to sources, the
overhaul was "major" with "80
percent of appointees under 60 years
of age and nearly 70 percent faces
in the team being new".

It is said that the BJP was keen
to connect with the aspiring class
and deflate Congress campaign
under its young vice president Rahul
Gandhi. The new vice-presidents --
five of them women -- include
former Karnataka chief minister D
V Sadananda Gowda, former MPs

S S Ahluwalia, Satpal Malik and
Kiran Maheshwari, MPs Smriti
Irani, Balbir Punj, Mukhtar Abbas
Naqvi and Prabhat Jha, former
Punjab minister Laxmi Kanta
Chawla and tribal leader Jual Oram.

But unfortunately for veterans
like Yashwant Sinha and Jaswant
Singh, they could not get a place in
Rajnath's team, while Najma
Heptulla, Hema Malini and Shanta
Kumar have also been dropped as
vice presidents and Ravi Shankar
Prasad, the party's deputy leader in
the Rajya Sabha, as chief
spokesman.

Poonam Mahajan, daughter of
late party leader Pramod Mahajan,
has been made a secretary. The 12-
member Central Parliamentary
Board, headed by Rajnath Singh,
includes Atal Bihari Vajpayee, L.K.
Advani, Murli Manohar Joshi, M.
Venkaiah Naidu, Nitin Gadkari,
Sushma Swaraj, Arun Jaitley,
Ananth Kumar, Gehlot and Ram
Lal, apart from Modi. 

‘Modi’fied BJP
gets into poll mode

Narendra Modi has been
inducted to the BJP’s

parliamentary board after
about six years amid
demands from some
sections that he be
declared the prime

ministerial candidate
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The Indian Premier League
(IPL) is not just about cricket.

It is also about glamour quotient
and controversies. The latest
controversy surrounding the super
game apparently is this year's ban
on Sri Lankans from playing in
Chennai.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister J
Jayalalithaa insisted that the
matches can be played in Chennai
only if there were no players or
team officials from Sri Lanka. Her
diktat comes in the wake of the
growing unrest in Tamil Nadu over
the atrocities against ethnic Tamils
in Sri Lanka during the civil war
against Tamil Tigers that ended in
2009.

The franchises with a strong
Sri Lankan presence are slowly
building up pressure on the IPL
Governing Council to shift their
play-off and knockout matches out
of Chennai. The Franchises'
contention - IPL will be robbed of
good competition and it will be a
win-win situation for Chennai
Super Kings if they are allowed to
get away with it.

Another major controversy
revolving around IPL is the
Mumbai Cricket Association’s
(MCA) decision to impose a five-
year ban on Kolkata Knight Riders'
co-owner and actor Shah Rukh
Khan following an ugly spat with
MCA officials after his team's win
over Mumbai Indians last year. The
actor allegedly manhandled

security and hurled abuses at them
in an inebriated state after being
barred from entering the ground.

As if the Khan brawl wasn't
enough, IPL 2012 hit the headlines
the very next day when Royal
Challengers Bangalore's Luke
Pomersbach was arrested for
allegedly molesting an Indian-
American woman. The Australian
batsman was said to have
misbehaved with the woman after
drinking with her in a room.

The saga of drunken brawls
continued this year also albeit
outside the country when Delhi
Daredevils' Kiwi import Jesse
Ryder sunk into coma after being
assaulted outside a bar in
Christchurch. Ryder, though, has
recovered and is undergoing
treatment for a smashed skull and
punctured lung.

Now characterised by three Cs
- cash, cricket and controversies -
the IPL has hogged the limelight for

the wrong reasons, be it allegations
of match-fixing or cricketers
slapping each other or the
unceremonious sacking of its
creator Lalit Modi.

It may be recalled that the
inaugural edition of the IPL
jamboree witnessed a 'slapgate'
involving Kings XI Punjab pacer S
Sreesanth and Mumbai Indians'
offie Harbhajan Singh. Harbhajan
was suspended for the remaining 11
matches after the incident.

Former IPL commissioner
Lalit Modi was sacked in 2010
following charges of financial
irregularities. He left the country for
London and has stayed there since.
A match-fixing allegation also
surfaced last year after a sting
operation conducted by a news
channel claimed to have uncovered
shady deals between team owners,
players and management.

The IPL in 2011 got rid of a
franchise - Kochi Tuskers Kerala -
to end its turbulent one-year stint
which also saw a minister quitting
the union cabinet after allegations
of his involvement in the side's
entry into the league.

The sleazier side of the IPL
came to the fore during the after-
parties, as the celebrities and Page
3 people joined cricketers with
food, wine and revelry flowing
freely. But the sleazy affair was
discontinued after South African
cheerleader Gabriella Pasqualotto,
in her tell-all blog, described
cheergirls as "walking porn" and
certain cricketers as "naughty". 

Cash, cricket &controversies IPL has been right from
the beginning mired in
controversies of various
kinds – slaps, sleaze and

drunken brawls
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Wed Apr 3 Kolkata Knight Riders v Delhi Daredevils 
Thu Apr 4 Royal Challengers Bangalore v Mumbai Indians
Fri Apr 5 Sunrisers Hyderabad v Pune Warriors
Sat Apr 6 Delhi Daredevils v Rajasthan Royals
Sat Apr 6 Chennai Super Kings v Mumbai Indians
Sun Apr 7  Pune Warriors v Kings XI Punjab
Sun Apr 7 Sunrisers Hyderabad v Royal Challengers Bangalore
Mon Apr 8 Rajasthan Royals v Kolkata Knight Riders
Tue Apr 9 Royal Challengers Bangalore v Sunrisers Hyderabad
Tue Apr 9 Mumbai Indians v Delhi Daredevils
Wed Apr 10 Kings XI Punjab v Chennai Super Kings
Thu Apr 11 Royal Challengers Bangalore v Kolkata Knight Riders
Thu Apr 11 Pune Warriors v Rajasthan Royals
Fri Apr 12 Delhi Daredevils v Sunrisers Hyderabad
Sat Apr 13 Mumbai Indians v Pune Warriors
Sat Apr 13 Chennai Super Kings v Royal Challengers Bangalore
Sun Apr 14 Kolkata Knight Riders v Sunrisers Hyderabad
Sun Apr 14 Rajasthan Royals v Kings XI Punjab
Mon Apr 15 Chennai Super Kings v Pune Warriors
Tue Apr 16 Kings XI Punjab v Kolkata Knight Riders
Tue Apr 16 Royal Challengers Bangalore v Delhi Daredevils
Wed Apr 17 Pune Warriors v Sunrisers Hyderabad
Wed Apr 17 Rajasthan Royals v Mumbai Indians
Thu Apr 18 Delhi Daredevils v Chennai Super Kings
Fri Apr 19 Sunrisers Hyderabad v Kings XI Punjab
Sat Apr 20 Kolkata Knight Riders v Chennai Super Kings
Sat Apr 20 Royal Challengers Bangalore v Rajasthan Royals
Sun Apr 21 Delhi Daredevils v Mumbai Indians
Sun Apr 21 Kings XI Punjab v Pune Warriors
Mon Apr 22 Chennai Super Kings v Rajasthan Royals
Tue Apr 23 Royal Challengers Bangalore v Pune Warriors
Tue Apr 23 Delhi Daredevils v Kings XI Punjab
Wed Apr 24 Kolkata Knight Riders v Mumbai Indians
Thu Apr 25 Chennai Super Kings v Sunrisers Hyderabad
Fri Apr 26 Kolkata Knight Riders v Kings XI Punjab
Sat Apr 27 Rajasthan Royals v Sunrisers Hyderabad
Sat Apr 27 Mumbai Indians v Royal Challengers Bangalore
Sun Apr 28 Chennai Super Kings v Kolkata Knight Riders

Sun Apr 28 Delhi Daredevils v Pune Warriors
Mon Apr 29 Rajasthan Royals v Royal Challengers Bangalore
Mon Apr 29 Mumbai Indians v Kings XI Punjab
Tue Apr 30 Pune Warriors v Chennai Super Kings
Wed May 1 Sunrisers Hyderabad v Mumbai Indians
Wed May 1 Delhi Daredevils v Kolkata Knight Riders
Thu May 2 Chennai Super Kings v Kings XI Punjab
Thu May 2 Pune Warriors v Royal Challengers Bangalore
Fri May 3 Kolkata Knight Riders v Rajasthan Royals
Sat May 4 Sunrisers Hyderabad v Delhi Daredevils
Sun May 5 Mumbai Indians v Chennai Super Kings
Sun May 5 Rajasthan Royals v Pune Warriors
Mon May 6 Kings XI Punjab v Royal Challengers Bangalore
Tue May 7 Rajasthan Royals v Delhi Daredevils
Tue May 7 Mumbai Indians v Kolkata Knight Riders
Wed May 8 Sunrisers Hyderabad v Chennai Super Kings
Thu May 9 Kings XI Punjab v Rajasthan Royals
Thu May 9 Pune Warriors v Kolkata Knight Riders
Fri May 10 Delhi Daredevils v Royal Challengers Bangalore
Sat May 11 Pune Warriors v Mumbai Indians
Sat May 11 Kings XI Punjab v Sunrisers Hyderabad
Sun May 12 Kolkata Knight Riders v Royal Challengers Bangalore
Sun May 12 Rajasthan Royals v Chennai Super Kings
Mon May 13 Mumbai Indians v Sunrisers Hyderabad
Tue May 14 Royal Challengers Bangalore v Kings XI Punjab
Tue May 14 Chennai Super Kings v Delhi Daredevils
Wed May 15 Kolkata Knight Riders v Pune Warriors
Wed May 15 Mumbai Indians v Rajasthan Royals
Thu May 16 Kings XI Punjab v Delhi Daredevils
Fri May 17 Sunrisers Hyderabad v Rajasthan Royals
Sat May 18 Kings XI Punjab v Mumbai Indians
Sat May 18 Royal Challengers Bangalore v Chennai Super Kings
Sun May 19 Pune Warriors v Delhi Daredevils
Sun May 19 Sunrisers Hyderabad v Kolkata Knight Riders
Tue May 21 Qualifier 1 - TBC v TBC (1st v 2nd)
Wed May 22 Eliminator - TBC v TBC (3rd v 4th)
Fri May 24 Qualifier 2 - TBC v TBC (Winner Elim v Loser Qual 1)
Sun May 26 Final - TBC v TBC

IPL 2013 SCHEDULE
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